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Yesterday Bordeaux was waiting anxiously for the German
reply to Premier Petain's request for an armistice. This morn-
ing it arrives via Madrid. Air raid warnings during the night
have not calmed the nerves of either populace or officials.
Newspapermen report the city a bedlam. At 9 A.M. the French
Cabinet assembles, with President Lebrun presiding. A com-
munique issued later merely reports that the German note has
been transmitted by the Spanish Ambassador, and that accord-
ing to its terms the Reich Government is ready to present its
conditions for the cessation of hostilities. As soon as the French
plenipotentiaries are named (continues the communiqu6), the
German Government will say where and when it will receive
them. The announcement is made that they have already been
appointed, but the names are not made public.
Although the French Government refuses to admit that pre-
liminary conditions have been set by Germany, there seems
reason to believe that agents of the two governments have ex-
changed views through the Spanish Ambassador. Reports cur-
rent in Bordeaux are that the terms which Germany intends to
impose are so humiliating that they cannot possibly be ac-
cepted. Indeed, it is even believed in many quarters that the
Government has now reverted to the idea of moving to French
North Africa and continuing the struggle from there. This
rumor receives some confirmation from the fact that the Gov-
ernment has practically decided to move to Perpignan, a city
in the extreme south of the country and close to several little